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Beneath the Cross of Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

216

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Elizabeth Cecilia Douglas Clephane, 1868, alt.
MUSIC: Frederick Charles Maker, 1881

ST. CHRISTOPHER
7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6

For sheer intensity of feeling few hymns can match this meditation on the cross; impressive images and
strong contrasts combine to give the text its ardor. The passionate language is augmented by the highly
chromatic tune later composed for these words.
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Holy Lamb of God
Ya hamalallah

SERVICE MUSIC

602

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Yusuf Khill, 1956
Music © 2003 Yusuf Khill

YA HAMALALLAH
Irregular

5/29/13

ARABIC
يا حمـلَ ا!                                            
يا حملَ ا! الحامل خطايا العالم : ارحمنا.                                                     
يا حملَ ا! الحامل خطايا العالم : ارحمنا.                                                     
يا حملَ ا! الحامل خطايا العالم : امنحنا الس4م ، امنحنا الس4م ، امنحنا الس4م.
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Go to Dark Gethsemane
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

220

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: James Montgomery, 1820, 1825, alt.
MUSIC: Richard Redhead, 1853

REDHEAD 76
7.7.7.7.7.7

The composer intended this tune for “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” (no. 438), but its solemn tone and small
range make it an effective setting for this series of somber vignettes portraying what Christians can learn
from Christ: to pray, to bear the cross, to die, and to rise.
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Ah, Holy Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

218

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Johann Heermann, 1630; trans. Robert Seymour Bridges, 1899, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1640

HERZLIEBSTER JESU
11.11.11.5

This beautiful English paraphrase of a German meditation on Christ’s Passion bears testimony to the
unobtrusive poetic skill and musical sensitivity of a future Poet Laureate of England. The associated chorale
is no less carefully crafted and rewards singing in parts.

6/25/13



&

?

44

44

œœ
1
2
3

What
What

O

œœ œ

œ œœ œ œœ
sa
thou,
lan

cred
my

guage

head,
Lord,
shall

now
hast

I

œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ
œ
œ œœ

˙ œœ
œ

wound
suf
bor

fered
row

ed, with
was
to

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ œœ#

œ
œ

œœ œ œ œ

grief
all

thank

and
for
thee,

shame
sin
dear

weighed
ners’
est

œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ#

..˙̇

gain:
friend,

down;

..˙̇

- -
-

- -
-
-

&

?

œœ

mine,
for

now

œœ œ

œ œœ œ œœ
scorn
mine
this

ful
was
thy

ly
the
dy

sur
trans
ing

œ œ œ œ

œ œœ œœ
œ
œ œœ

˙ œœ
œ

round
gres
sor

ed
sion,
row,

with
but
thy

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ œœ#

œ
œ

œœ œ œ œ

thorns,
thine
pit

thine
the
y

on
dead
with out

ly
ly

œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ#

..˙̇

end?
pain.

crown;

..˙̇

- -
-

- -
-

- - - -
-

-

&

?

œœ

O
Lo,
O

œ œ
œ

œ œ œ œœ
œœ

make
here
sa cred

I
me

head,
fall,
thine

what
my
for

œ œ œ

œ œ œœœ œœ œ œ œ

˙ œœ œœ
glo
Sav
ev

ry,
ior!
er;

what
’Tis
and

œ œ œ

œ œ œ˙ œœ
œ
œ

œœ œœ œ œœ
bliss

I
should

till
de
I

now
serve
faint

was
thy
ing

œ

œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ

..˙̇#
thine!
place;

be,

.˙ .˙
-

- -
- -
- -

&

?

œ
œ

look
Lord,

Yet,

œœ#

œ œ œœ œœ œœ

though
on
let me

me
de

nev
with

spised

er,
thy
and

œ

œ œ œœ œ œ# œœ
œ
œ

˙ œœ œ

nev
fa
gor

er
vor,
y,

out
and
I

œ œ# œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œœ

œ œœ œ œœ

live
grant
joy

my
to
to

love
me
call

to
thy
thee

œ œ œ

œœ œœ œœ œ
œ

..˙̇

thee.
grace.
mine.

..˙̇
- - -

-
- -

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

221

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin, 12th or 13th cent.; trans. James Waddell Alexander, 1830, alt.
MUSIC: Hans Leo Hassler, 1601; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729

PASSION CHORALE
7.6.7.6.D

This poignant hymn originated in a series of Holy Week meditations focused on the parts of Christ’s crucified
body: feet, knees, hands, side, breast, heart, face. First joined to secular words, this chorale melody has
appeared with this text since the mid-17th century.
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1707
MUSIC: Lowell Mason, 1824

HAMBURG
LM

(alternate tune: ROCKINGHAM, 224)

This familiar text from the beginning of the 18th century grew out of Isaac Watts’s desire to give Christians
the ability to sing about gospel events. It is set here to a very restrained tune from the early 19th century
inspired by the patterns of Gregorian chant.
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Were You There
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

228

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen

         WERE YOU THERE 

Irregular      

Few hymns from any culture have captured the pathos of Jesus’ crucifixion as movingly as this African
American spiritual. Its emotional climax (and highest pitch) comes in the great “O!” at the center of each 
stanza, a moment that moves beyond anything words can convey.
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JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

Opt. 6    Were you there when he rose up from the dead?

In the Darkness of the Morning 229

The moving Easter morning encounter between Mary Magdalene and the risen Christ, described in John
20:1–18, gives evidence of the importance of women in Jesus’ life and ministry. As the first witness to his
resurrection, Mary Magdalene became “the apostle to the apostles.”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2004
MUSIC: Latvian melody; harm. Geoffrey Laycock, 1971
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music Harm. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

228-were 229-in.mus, Page 2


	216-Beneath the Cross of Jesus
	602-Holy Lamb of God
	220-Go to Dark Gethsemane
	218-Ah Holy Jesus
	221-O Sacred Head Now Wounded
	223-When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
	228-Were You There



