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O God, Who Gives Us Life
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

53

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1990
MUSIC: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1874
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company

NOEL
CMD

Christians often fail to appreciate how much we can learn about God from the Hebrew Scriptures. This text
draws on a variety of passages that call attention to God’s faithfulness toward the Chosen People and the
promise of a new covenant written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:31–34).
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Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SERVICE MUSIC

582

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008
MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)
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BAPTISM

480 Take Me to the Water

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual TAKE ME TO THE WATER

Irregular 

This African American spiritual sums up the commitment of a candidate for baptism: the request for the rite,
an expression of motivation, and a succinct affirmation of faith. The widening melodic lines build anticipation
and give weight to the final phrase of each stanza.
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Child of Blessing, Child of Promise
BAPTISM

486

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Ronald S. Cole-Turner, 1980
MUSIC: V. Earle Copes, 1959
Text © 1981 Ronald S. Cole-Turner  

KINGDOM
8.7.8.7

(alternate tune: STUTTGART)

This hymn addressed to a newly-baptized child begins each stanza with a facet of the child’s identity,
culminating in “child of God.” By being directed to one person rather than the whole congregation, this text
occupies a special category among the “songs of encouragement.”
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Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect
(Psalm 19)

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

61

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Keith Landis, 1987
MUSIC: Melchior Vulpius, 1609
Text © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN
7.6.7.6

Celebrating God’s law in this paraphrase of the second half of Psalm 19 may seem odd if “law” is thought of
simply as a list of things not to do. But in Jewish understanding, the law is seen as a gift, because it provides
the signposts that show how to live as the people of God.

Love the Lord Your God62

In the three synoptic gospels (Matthew 22:37/Mark 12:30/Luke 10:27–28), Jesus identifies the great
commandment with these precepts drawn from Deuteronomy 6:5. In all three accounts, this commandment
is followed by a second, to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Jean and Jim Strathdee, 1991
Text and Music © 1991 Desert Flower Music

GREAT COMMANDMENT
Irregular
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God, Be the Love to
Search and Keep Me

O Christ, Surround Me

SENDING

543

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, 2004
Text and Music © 2004 This Here Music, Worldmaking.net

GREEN TYLER
9.8.9.5.5

This hymn is a 21st-century adaptation of the traditional Celtic prayer style known as a lorica (Latin for
“armor” or “breastplate”). Many such petitions for God’s presence and protection were never written down,
but this one is based on an example attributed to St. Patrick.
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