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Standing on the Promises
TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

838

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: R. Kelso Carter, 1886 PROMISES

11.11.11.9 with refrain

Perhaps because this hymn is so well known, its language sounds vaguely scriptural; but while there are
various biblical uses of “stand” and “promise(s),” the two words are never combined. The confidence here
is similar to that of “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (see no. 353).
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Glory Be to the Father
SERVICE MUSIC

581

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Henry W. Greatorex, 1851

GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex)

5/17/13
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Seek Ye First
JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

175

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanza 1, Karen Lafferty, 1971, alt.; stanzas 2–3, anon.; Spanish trans. anon.;
    Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee
MUSIC: Karen Lafferty, 1971
Text and Music © 1972 Universal Music – Brentwood Publishing/Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa dba CCCM Music
    (admin. Universal Music – Brentwood Benson Publishing)

LAFFERTY
Irregular

The author and composer wrote the first stanza and folk-style tune after attending a Bible study on Matthew
6:33. The later stanzas, based respectively on Matthew 7:7 and Matthew 4:4 emerged anonymously. Such
meditative singing of scripture is an important form of sung prayer.
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

SPANISH
1    Busca primero el reino de Dios
      y su perfecta justicia,
      que lo demás lo añadirá el Señor.
      Alelu, aleluya.
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Fight the Good Fight
TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

846

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Samuel Bewley Monsell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. John Hatton, c. 1793

DUKE STREET
LM

The opening phrase here (based on 1 Timothy 6:12) is not a military image but an athletic one, from a Greek
verb meaning “struggle” or “grapple” or “wrestle.” The sports context continues in later stanzas reflecting
the experience of a runner (recalling Hebrews 12:1–2).
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Now Thank We All Our God
THANKSGIVING

643

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Martin Rinkart, c. 1636; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1647; harm. Felix Mendelssohn, 1840

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
6.7.6.7.6.6.6.6

Although this hymn is often used on large and festive occasions, its first two stanzas had much humbler
beginnings: they originated as a family table prayer during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648). These words
have been associated with this tune since the mid-17th century.
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