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Beneath the Cross of Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

216

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Elizabeth Cecilia Douglas Clephane, 1868, alt.
MUSIC: Frederick Charles Maker, 1881

ST. CHRISTOPHER
7.6.8.6.8.6.8.6

For sheer intensity of feeling few hymns can match this meditation on the cross; impressive images and
strong contrasts combine to give the text its ardor. The passionate language is augmented by the highly
chromatic tune later composed for these words.
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Go to Dark Gethsemane
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

220

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: James Montgomery, 1820, 1825, alt.
MUSIC: Richard Redhead, 1853

REDHEAD 76
7.7.7.7.7.7

The composer intended this tune for “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” (no. 438), but its solemn tone and small
range make it an effective setting for this series of somber vignettes portraying what Christians can learn
from Christ: to pray, to bear the cross, to die, and to rise.
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Ah, Holy Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

218

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Johann Heermann, 1630; trans. Robert Seymour Bridges, 1899, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1640

HERZLIEBSTER JESU
11.11.11.5

This beautiful English paraphrase of a German meditation on Christ’s Passion bears testimony to the
unobtrusive poetic skill and musical sensitivity of a future Poet Laureate of England. The associated chorale
is no less carefully crafted and rewards singing in parts.
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O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

221

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin, 12th or 13th cent.; trans. James Waddell Alexander, 1830, alt.
MUSIC: Hans Leo Hassler, 1601; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729

PASSION CHORALE
7.6.7.6.D

This poignant hymn originated in a series of Holy Week meditations focused on the parts of Christ’s crucified
body: feet, knees, hands, side, breast, heart, face. First joined to secular words, this chorale melody has
appeared with this text since the mid-17th century.

221-o sacred head.mus, Page 1



&

?

b

b

44

44

˙̇ œœ œœ
1
2
3
4 Were

See,
For
When

the
from
bid

I

whole
his
it,

sur

˙̇ œœ œœ

˙̇ œ œœ#

realm
head,
Lord,
vey

of
his
that
the

œ

˙˙̇ œ œ

˙̇ œœ œœ
won

I
hands,

na

drous
should
his
ture˙̇ ˙̇

ww
cross
boast,
feet,

mine,ww

˙̇ œœ œœ
save
sor
that

on which
in

row
were

the
the
and

a˙̇ œœ œœ
-

- -

-
-

&

?

b

b

˙̇ œœ œœ
Prince
death
love
pres

of
of
flow
ent˙˙̇ œ œ

˙ œ œ
glo

Christ
min
far

ry
my
gled
too

˙ ˙

˙̇ œœ œœ

ww
died,
God;

down;
small;ww

˙̇ œœ œœ
all
did
love

my rich
the
e’er
so

est
vain
such

a

˙̇ œœ œœ

˙̇ œ œœ#
gain

things
love
maz

I
that
and
ing,

œ

˙˙̇ œ œ

- -

-
- - -

&

?

b

b

˙̇ œœ œœ
count
charm
sor
so

but
me
row
di˙̇ ˙̇

ww
loss,
most,
meet,
vine,ww

˙̇ œœ œœ
I

or
de

and pour
sac

thorns
mands

con
ri

com
my˙̇ œœ œœ

˙̇ ˙
tempt
fice
pose
soul,

on
them

so
my

˙

œ œ˙ ˙̇

˙ œ œ
all
to

rich
life,

my
his
a
my

˙ ˙

œ œ˙̇ ˙

w
pride.
blood.
crown?

all.

w

www

-
- -

-
-

-
-

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

223

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1707
MUSIC: Lowell Mason, 1824

HAMBURG
LM

(alternate tune: ROCKINGHAM, 224)

This familiar text from the beginning of the 18th century grew out of Isaac Watts’s desire to give Christians
the ability to sing about gospel events. It is set here to a very restrained tune from the early 19th century
inspired by the patterns of Gregorian chant.
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Were You There
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen

         WERE YOU THERE 

Irregular      

Few hymns from any culture have captured the pathos of Jesus’ crucifixion as movingly as this African
American spiritual. Its emotional climax (and highest pitch) comes in the great “O!” at the center of each 
stanza, a moment that moves beyond anything words can convey.
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