
PRODIGAL GRACE by Lisle Gwynn Garrity

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022

9:30 am

Prelude Lord Jesus, Think on Me arr. Edwin T. Childs

Words of Welcome Rev. Beth Freese Dammers

Teaching New Music Hymn 849 Everyone Who Longs for the Boundless Love of God

Lighting the Christ Candle

*Opening Words Michele Vickery
One: In this hour we will pray,
All: Because we long to draw near to God.

One: In this hour we will sing,
All: Because words are hardly ever enough.

One: In this hour we will sit side by side,
All: As a reminder that we belong together.

One: And in this hour, we will cultivate faith—together.
All: So let us worship with open hearts.

One: Let us worship Holy God.

*Hymn 399 God Welcomes All THEMBA AMEN
From the Iona Community



Call to Confession Michele
God’s grace is never ending.  We know that nothing - not even sin and death - can separate us
from God’s love.  Trusting in God’s love, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession
God of grace, you ask us to care for the poor and the hungry, but that makes us
uncomfortable. You ask us to care for the environment, but that requires sacrifice.
You ask us to love our neighbor as ourselves, but that requires vulnerability. Instead, we hide
our hands, avert our eyes, and choose ourselves. Forgive us for holding tight to our own
agendas and letting go of your call to love. Cultivate in us more faithful spirits—hearts that
are strong enough to choose one another and minds smart enough to make the sacrifice.
Forever grateful we pray.  Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace
One:     As we confess what we have done wrong and what we have left undone, we are letting

go of that which keeps us from growing into the person God desires.
All: We are free to cultivate the new thing that God is doing in our midst.

Thanks be to God!

*Sung Response 602 Holy Lamb of God YA HAMALALLAH

*Sharing the Peace of Christ
One: As a sign of our reconciliation with God and with one another, let us share the peace of

Christ.  The Peace of Christ be with you!
All: And also with you!

*Sung Response
During the singing of this song, children come forward for a lesson, while adults return to seats

A Time with Youngest Children Beth
Following our time together, students are invited to return to sit with their families. No Sunday School today.



Prayer for Inspiration Michele

Scripture Reading Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
One: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word!  This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Prodigal Grace Rev. Beth Freese Dammers

*Poetry Cultivate: Fourth Week of Lent

I have come to believe
That it’s harder to cry under an open sky.
So when life falls apart, throw open the windows.
Invite the sun into your shadows.
Lie in the grass and let the sun mistake you for flowers.
Maybe this is step one in cultivating -
For flowers do not grow by mistake.
They need the sun, just like we need love,
And time,
And the grace to try again.
So put your body where the light is.
You’ll find God there.
She is warmth.
You will know it.
And you will feel strong.
So put your body where the light is.
Maybe this is step one.

*Hymn 774 There Is Now a New Creation STUTTGART

Offering Our Gifts to God
Invitation Michele
Offertory With All My Heart by Babbie Mason

Chancel Choir
*Doxology 698 Take, O Take Me as I Am TAKE ME AS I AM

*Prayer of Dedication Michele

Church Tidings Beth

Sharing Joys & Concerns

God’s People Pray / Lord’s Prayer (using sins)

*Hymn 849 Everyone Who Longs for the Boundless Love of God EVERYONE WHO LONGS



*Charge and Blessing

*Postlude When I Survey the Wondrous Cross arr. Cindy Berry

Please rise in spirit or body
All speak emboldened type

USHERS / GREETERS: Amy Hall, Lindy Steeves
LITURGIST: Michele Vickery
ONLINE HOST: Stephanie Rens-Domiano
LITURGY & POETRY:  by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org; used with permission
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Next Sunday in Worship
April 3

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Extravagant Love

Luke 12:1-8
Isaiah 43:16-21

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRODIGAL GRACE by Lisle Gwynn Garrity

inspired by luke 15:1-3, 11 b -32 | charcoal on paper

I have, like many, often resonated with the elder son in this parable. And, like
many, I read it with frustration and a bit of righteous indignation. Why
shouldn’t good behavior be rewarded? Why should such callousness be
dismissed without consequences? For all of my life, I have felt the tug of
responsibility much more strongly than the pull of rebelliousness. As author
Kate Bowler1 might say, I have developed my own version of a prosperity
gospel where I expect to be rewarded for my good deeds and treated well for
doing the right thing.

In nerdy pastor circles, we talk about a theological concept called “prevenient grace.” It means that God’s grace precedes
human decisions and behavior. Before we can do anything right or wrong, God’s grace abounds. This sounds so lovely in
theory. And then situations resembling this parable come along and I cling to my prosperity-based, transactional version
of the gospel.

In Luke 15:20 we see that the father is moved to compassion as soon as he glimpses his youngest son along the horizon
line. He does not wait for an apology. He does not require retribution. Instead, he is moved simply by his son’s return.

Perhaps this parable should be renamed, “The Prodigal Father,” for he doles out grace just as lavishly as his son
squanders his wealth. Perhaps then I might be less angry about prodigal waste and more thankful for prodigal grace.

— Lisle Gwynn Garrity

1 Reference from Kate Bowler’s book, Everything Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved. Penguin Random House, 2018.
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067



This week at CPC:

Sunday, March 27
8:00  am — Chancel Choir rehearsal; Sanctuary
9:30 am -— Worship
10:45 am —  Adult Education; Hybrid

Monday, March 28
7:00 pm —  Communications; Zoom

Tuesday, March 29
1:30 pm — Staff meeting; Zoom
4:00 pm —Chicago Presbytery: Zoom

Wednesday, March 30
7:00 pm -— Lent Evening Meditation; Sanctuary
7:30  pm — Chancel Choir rehearsal; Sanctuary
7:30 pm — A&P; Chapel

Thursday, March 31
9:00 am — Thursday Morning Devotion; Zoom
7:00 pm — Clarion Bells rehearsal; Sanctuary

Friday, April 1

Saturday, April 2

Sunday, April 3
9:30 am -— Worship
9:45 am  — Sunday School
10:45 am —  Adult Education; Hybrid

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
9:45-10:30 am
This week Sunday School will not be in session as

we hope families will be
enjoying their Spring Break!
We will meet next Sunday on
April 3rd where we will be
making special Palm Sunday
Crafts! If you have any
questions, please reach out to
Pastor Susan. If you have any

questions, please reach out to Pastor Susan.

CPC YOUTH ARE ON SPRING BREAK!
Youth group will be on spring
break Sunday, March 27th and
Sunday, April 4. We look
forward to welcoming you
back for a full weekend of
programs for April 10th. Please
take this break to fill out your
Caravan application and

register for the high school spring retreat. If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Susan.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION
10:45 - 11:45 am
Zoom and Fellowship
Hall

Our Lenten series,
featuring Amy-Jill
Levine’s Entering the
Passion of Jesus,
continues this week by considering the first
dinner and the last supper Jesus attended
during his time on earth and what risks each
of these dinners were for him. This week’s
facilitator is Bob Parsons. You do not have to
read the book to join the discussion. The
course will be offered onsite in Fellowship
Hall and online. Click here for the Zoom
link.here in Illinois, was founded in 1996.

THURSDAY MORNING DEVOTIONS
9:00 - 10:30 am
A unique look at Christian biblical interpretation and theology from the perspective of Native American
tradition. This book focuses on four specific experiences (wilderness, transfiguration, Gethsemane and
Golgotha) of Jesus as portrayed in the synoptic gospels. It examines each story as a “vision quest,” a
universal spiritual phenomenon, but one of particular importance within North American indigenous
communities. Click here for the zoom link used each Thursday morning.

CPC KIDS' ACADEMY SPRING PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER
Orders due by Monday, April 8

The CPC Kids’ Academy is sponsoring a Spring plant sale to benefit the Tuition Assistance Fund, which
supplements tuition for families in need of assistance. The Kids’ Academy will receive a percentage of
all proceeds from all plants purchased. Click here for order form. Thank you for your support!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82452985835?pwd=NE5EZ0xtV2NVNTl1d2pOY21QN0Jjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86959881975?pwd=d2dPQkQ0ZUtqNEY5YXVuRkQyUzNhQT09
https://files.constantcontact.com/734ecee6201/d385700f-bcde-4dff-854d-c6f12cf78ae1.pdf


CIRCLE OF VOICES
Wednesday, April 20
9:30am
Zoom

Circle of Voices will meet in person at church in the Gathering Room (Parlor) Wednesday, April 20th at
9:30am. At this time, we are not required to wear masks, but you should feel free to wear one for your
own comfort. If there are changes in requirements, I will let you know. Our book is Jane Eyre by Charlotte
Bronte.

All are welcome, even if you have not finished or read the book. The book is available at the Clarendon Hills Library. For
more information and to get the Zoom link, contact Barb Coop.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN APRIL PROGRAM (IN PERSON!!!)
“CREATING BACKYARD HABITATS”
FELLOWSHIP HALL TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 1:00. COFFEE AND DESSERT
In April we welcome our very own Stephanie Rens-Domiano, PW member and Director of Digital
Platform for CPC. Stephanie has been a long-time member of CPC, and a passionate gardener and
naturalist for most of her life.

She blogs about her gardening experiences at www.stephigardens.com and recently completed the
Master Naturalist class through the Univ of IL Extension. In her presentation, she’ll talk about how to
make your backyard a welcoming habitat for all kinds of wildlife.

CPC JOB OPENINGS

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES is responsible for implementing and supervising the faith
formation for children from birth through fifth grade. Part-time (~20 hrs/wk) .  If you are interested in this
role, please send your resume and a cover letter to kidsminsearch@chcpc.org.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES is responsible for faith formation and leading programs for
middle school and high school youth. Part-time (~25 hrs/wk). If you are interested in this role, please send
your resume and a cover letter to youthminsearch@chcpc.org

MEAL A MONTH COLLECTION FOR March
Fill a bag with grocery items to be donated to Hinsdale Community Services.  The suggested menu for March is:

      Cereal Pancake Mix
Peanut butter Jelly
Beans Mac and Cheese
Rice Toilet Paper
Salad Dressing

Pick up a bag in the narthex or use your own and return to CPC any time in March.  Be creative, too,
and add your own favorites. Thank you for your generous donations in February!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
On Palm Sunday, CPC will be participating in collecting donations for One Great Hour Sharing
which support initiatives in disaster relief, hunger relief and self-development of people. You can
give in the following ways:

1. Mailing your envelope or dropping your fish banks off to the church office
2. Using our online platforms to donate
3. Bring your donation on Palm Sunday, April 10 to dedicate during the worship service!

Every penny makes a huge impact for local communities and around the world! Thank you for participating in One Great
Hour of Sharing!

http://www.stephigardens.com/
mailto:kidsminsearch@chcpc.org
mailto:youthminsearch@chcpc.org


MIDWEEK WORSHIP DURING LENT
Wednesdays
7:00 - 7:30 pm

Join us in person in the sanctuary or online(via zoom) for contemplative worship during Lent.
Worship will include scripture, communion, simple music and prayer.
Click Here for Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 818 71263427
Passcode: 300120

Join by phone by calling:
1.312.626.6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 818 7126 3427
Passcode: 30012

50+ Friends Luncheon
Survey

We are wondering if you'd like to gather with CPC Friends for lunch after
worship in May?

These scrumptious luncheons are homemade meals by Kris Veenbaas and
Crew. Everyone who identifies as age 50+ is most welcome to join around
a table for lunch and good conversation.

Are you interested in gathering in person in Fellowship Hall for a meal and
conversation in May? Please email Kris Veenbaas at kveenbaas@aol.com with your response.

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES / CHOIRS
Patrick Garner

Pat started filling this position on an interim basis in March 2022. His responsibilities include
directing the Chancel and Clarion choirs (voices and handbells, respectively). In addition, Pat is
tasked with coordinating all music in worship with Pastor Beth and the rest of the staff.

Pat started his involvement with church music as a child in a Presbyterian church in his hometown
of Lynchburg, Virginia, both singing and playing handbells. He sang in the Glee Club at University of
Virginia during 1968-72. Pat moved to the Chicago area in 1977 and started singing in the CPC

Chancel choir shortly thereafter. He has directed the CPC choirs on an interim basis several times since 1999. He is
ordained as Deacon and Elder, currently serving on Session. When not at CPC, Pat can be found at his day job as a nuclear
engineer at Argonne National Laboratory, performing work related to nuclear reactor safety, both in the US and abroad.
He has been directing the Choral Group at Argonne since 2009 and has sung in the chorus for the Chicago production of
“Too Hot To Handel”, The Jazz-Gospel Messiah, numerous times since 2008.

Email Pat at pat.garner@chcpc.org.

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL MOVES BACK TO WED NIGHT March 30
Wed 7:30 - 9:00 pm
We need your voice

All voices are encouraged to gather on Wednesday evenings to prepare music for worship and
Holy Week. It will be SOOOO good to sing together again. Questions: contact Pat Garner.

https://tinyurl.com/253bk96w
mailto:kveenbaas@aol.com
mailto:pat.garner@chcpc.org
mailto:pat.garner@chcpc.org


HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
April 10 Palm Sunday - 9:30 am in Person & Livestream

● Bring your One Great Hour of Sharing donations / fish banks
● Beginning with Palm Procession in the garden

April 14 Maundy Thursday - 7:30 pm In Person & Livestream
● The night Jesus gave us the Sacrament of Holy Communion

April 15 Good Friday - 7:30 pm In Person & Livestream
● Tenebrae - service of shadows
● Scripture & hymns tell stories about the betrayal, trial, crucifixion, death of Jesus

April 17 Easter Sunrise Worship - 7:00 am in church garden
● Worship in the garden
● Bring your own chair to sit in garden

April 17 Easter Worship - 9:30 am In Person and Livestream
● Celebrate with Alleluias
● Traditional liturgy
● Communion
● Followed by Easter Egg Hunt and Coffee Fellowship on  the South Lawn

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Presbyterian Church
39 North Prospect
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
630-323-6522
www.chcpc.org
Follow us on Facebook

The Ministers: All the Members

Beth Freese Dammers Pastor / Head of Staff beth.fd@chcpc.org
Susan Tindall Transitional Associate Pastor                              susan.tindall@chcpc.org
Susan Tindall Acting Dir of Youth & Family Ministries susan.tindall@chcpc.org
Ava Marginean Faith Formation Administrative Assistant ava.marginean@chcpc.org
Kristin Duy Program Director of CPC Kids’ Academy kristin.duy@chcpc.org
Jane Hudgins Assistant Director of CPC Kids’ Academy kidsacademy@chcpc.org
Jason Hill Church Musician jason.hill@chcpc.org
Pat Garner Interim Director Music Ministries pat.garner@chcpc.org
Jim Trchka Audio Visual Engineer jim@perfectshow.net
Blake Trchka Director of Technology blake.trchka@chcpc.org
Stephanie Rens-Domiano Director of Digital Platform                                 stephanie.rensdomiano@chcpc.org
Paula Cyphers Co-Director of Older Adult Ministries paulacyphers@aol.com
Kris Veenbaas Co-Director of Older Adult Ministries kveenbaas@aol.com
Laurie Scola Financial Administrator accounting@chcpc.org
Shannon Nyhart Church Administrator shannon.nyhart@chcpc.org
Stephen Ministers Confidential caregivers stephenministry@chcpc.org

http://www.chcpc.org
https://www.facebook.com/CommunityPres/
mailto:stephenministry@chcpc.org

