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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.

6/20/13
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Glory to God
Gloria, gloria

SERVICE MUSIC

583

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1979
Music © 1979, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)  

GLORIA (Taizé)

*May be sung as a canon.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Based on Luke 2:14; Pablo Sosa, 1989
MUSIC: Pablo Sosa, 1989
Text and Music © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.

CUEQUITA

6/22/13
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Once in Royal David’s City
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

140

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848, alt.
MUSIC: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849; harm. Arthur Henry Mann, 1919

IRBY
8.7.8.7.7.7

Like “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (see no. 20), this popular Christmas hymn was written by an Irish
poet to illustrate for children the various articles of the Apostles’ Creed. It is not known which of several
English villages the composer had in mind when naming this tune.
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

119

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

120Where Shepherds Lately Knelt

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
Witnessing the beginning or the end of life evokes very personal responses (emphasized by the “for me” at
the end of each stanza), especially when the scale is intimate, as in this imagined visit to Christ’s manger. The
prophecies recalled in stanza three come from Isaiah 9:6.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1986
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1986
Text © 1987 Concordia Publishing House
Music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

MANGER SONG
12.12.10.10

119-hark 120-where.mus, Page 2



&

?

#

#

86

86

jœ
1
2
3

Why
So

What

Jœ

J
œœ

œœ
jœœ

.œ œ œ

child
lies

bring

is
he

him

this,
in
in

who,
such

cense,

œ Jœ

œœœ J
œœ œ J

œœ

œœ jœœ .œ œ œ

laid
mean
gold,

to
es

and

rest,
tate

myrrh;

on
where
come,

œ Jœ

œ
œ J

œœ œœ J
œœ

œœ
jœœ .œ œ# œ

Mar
ox
one

y’s
and
and

ass
all,

lap is
are
to

œ Jœ

œœ J
œœ œœ J

œœ

..œœ# œ
sleep
feed
own

ing?
ing?
him.

œ

.

.
œ
œ

œ
œ

- -
- -

-

&

?

#

#

jœ

Good
The

Whom

Jœ

J
œœ

œœ
jœœ

.œ œ œ

an
Chris
King

gels
tian,
of

greet
fear;
kings sal

for
with

œ Jœ

œœœ J
œœ œ J

œœ

œœ jœœ

va
sin
an

tion
ners

thems

œ
œ J

œœ

.œ œ œ

brings;
here
sweet

let
the
while

œ Jœ

œœ J
œœ

.œ œ œ .œ# œ# œ

lov
si
shep

ing
lent
herds

hearts
Word

watch

en
is
are

œ Jœ œ Jœ

œœ
J
œ
œ œœ J

œ
œ

..œœ ..œœ

throne
plead

keep

him.
ing.
ing?

..œœ ..œœ

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-

--
-

-

&

?

#

#

.

.œœ
..œœ œœ# œœ

Raise,
Nails,
This,

raise
spear,
this is

shall
the..œœ œœ J

œœ

œœ jœœ .œ œ œ

pierce
song

Christ the
him
on

King,
through;
high.

whom
the

The

œ Jœ

œ
œ J

œœ œœ J
œœ

œœ
jœœ .œ œ# œ

shep
cross
vir

herds
be
gin

guard
borne
sings

and
for
her

œ Jœ

œœ J
œœ œœ J

œœ

œœ# jœœ# .œ
an
me,
lul

gels
for
la

sing;
you.
by.

.œ

œ
œ J

œ
œ

.

.
œ
œ

-

- --

-

&

?

#

#

.

.œœ
..œœ œœ# œœ

Hail,
Joy,

haste, haste
hail,
joy, for

the
to

..œœ œœ J
œœ

œœ jœœ .œ œ œ

Christ
Word
bring

is
made
him

born,
flesh,
laud,

the
the

the

œ Jœ

œ
œ J

œœ œœ J
œœ

.œ œ œ .œ# œ# œ

babe,
babe,

babe,
the
the

the
son
son

son
of
of

of

œ Jœ œ Jœ

œœ
J
œ
œ œœ J

œ
œ

..œœ œœ

Mar
Mar

Mar
y!
y!

y!

..œœ œœ

-
-

-

What Child Is This
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871

GREENSLEEVES
8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.
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The First Nowell
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

147

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: English carol; Some Ancient Christmas Carols, 2nd ed., 1823, alt.
MUSIC: English carol; Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833

THE FIRST NOWELL
Irregular

“Nowell” is the English form of the French “noel,” a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in Chaucer’s
“Franklin’s Tale”), a clue that the word is older than its first printing. It may have Latin and French roots
related to “born” (natus / né) as well to “news” (nova / nouvelle). 
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5   Then entered in those wise men three,
     full reverently upon their knee,
     and offered there in his presence
     their gold, and myrrh, and
         frankincense.
     Refrain

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

6   Then let us all with one accord
     sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
     that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
     and with his blood our life hath bought.
    Refrain

Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple 148

This text retells the story in Luke 2:22–39, usually called the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, which took
place forty days after his birth. Mary, Joseph, and the Christ-child encounter there two devout people, Anna
and Simeon, who identify this baby as the promised Messiah.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Andrew Pratt, 1994
MUSIC: David Haas, 1985
Text © 1997 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.  

    EVENING HYMN
5.5.5.4.D
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

122

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1–3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;
    stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818
Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

STILLE NACHT
Irregular

The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
Eve 1818 seems reliable, though a recent find shows that the text was about two years old. But there is no
question that this is now a favorite Christmas carol worldwide.

GERMAN
1    Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
     Alles schläft, einsam wacht
     nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
     Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
      schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
     schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

SPANISH
1    ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor!
      Todo duerme en derredor,
      entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
      bella, anunciando al niñito Jesús,
      brilla la estrella de paz,
      brilla la estrella de paz.

KOREAN
1     고요한밤	 거룩한밤
어둠에	 묻힌밤
주의부모	 앉아서
감사기도	 드릴때
아기잘도	 잔다
아기잘도	 잔다	 	 	 
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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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